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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

THE following is a literal transcript of a Journal
kept by a common soldier named SamueL Haws, of
Wrentham, Massachusetts, who appears to have been
one of the minute-men, organized toward the close of
1774 and early in 1775. At that time there were about
three thousand British troops in Boston, under General
Thomas Gage, who was also governor of the colony
of Massachusetts. He was popularly regarded as an
oppressor ; and act after act of the British government,
during a year preceding, had convinced the American
people that they must choose the alternative to submit
or fight. 'They resolved to fight, if necessary. During
the summer of 1774, the people commenced arming,
and training themselves in military exercises ; the man-
ufacture of arms and gunpowder was encouraged ; and
throughout Massachusetts, in particular, the people
were enrolled in companies, and prepared to take up’
arms at a moment’s warning. From this circumstance
they were called “ MiNnvTE-MEN.”

With his strong force, Gage felt quite certam that
he could suppress the threatened insurrection, and keep
the people quiet. Yet he felt uneasy concerning the
gathering of ammunition and stores by the patriots at
Concord, sixteen miles from Boston ; and on the night

4 .
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of the 18th of April, 1775, he sent a detachment of sol-
diers to seize them. They proceeded by the way of
Lexington, where they arrived at dawn of the 19th.
The expedition became known, and the country was
aroused. When the British approached Lexington,
they were confronted by about seventy minute-men.
A skirmish ensued : eight patriots were killed, and sev-
eral were wounded. That was the first bloodshed of the
Revolution. The British then went on to Concord, to
seize the stores, where they were again confronted by
minute-men. Indeed, they had been annoyed all the
way by them, as they fired from behind buildings,
stone-walls, and trees. They destroyed the stores, and
in a skirmish killed several more American citizens.
The country was now thoroughly aroused, and the
minute-men hastened toward Lexington and Concord
from all directions. 'The British found it necessary to
retreat, and nothing saved the whole troop sent out the
night before from utter destruction, but a strong rein-
forcement under Lord Percy. The whole body re-
treated hastily to Charlestown, and across to Boston,
with a loss, in killed and wounded, of two hundred and
seventy-three men. Intelligence of the tragedy soon
spread over the country, and from the hills and valleys
of. New England thousands of men, armed and un-
armed, hastened toward Boston, and formed that force
(of which our Journalist was one) that, for nine months,
kept the British army prisoners upon the peninsulas of
Boston and Charlestown. By common consent, Arte-
mas Ward, a soldier of the French and Indian war,
was made commander-in-chief, and he performed the
duties of that office with zeal until he was superseded

by Washington, early in July, 1775.
L.
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WRENTHAM,* April the 19.

About one a clock the minute ment were alarmed
and met at Landlord Moons We marched from there
the sun about half an our high towards Roxbury for
we heard that the regulars had gone out and had killed
six men and had wounded Some more that was at Lex-
inton then the kings troops proceded to concord and
there they were Defeated and Drove Back fiting as-
they went they gat to charlstown hill that nightf We
marched to headens at Walpole|| and their got a little

* In Norfolk county, Massachusetts, thirty-two miles southwest
from Boston. '

t See introductory remarks. The skirmishes at Lexington and
Concord occurred early in the morning of this day

{ See introductory remarks. -

|| Twenty-one miles from Boston.
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refreshment and from their we marched to Doctor che-
neys and their we got some victuals and Drink and
from thence we marched to Landlord clises at Ded-
ham* and their captain parson and company joined us
and then we marched to Jays and their captaiﬁ Boyd
and company joined us and we marched to Landlord
" Whitings we taried their about one hour and then we
marched to richardes and Searched the house and found
Ebenezer aldis and one pery who we supposed to Be
torys and we searched them and found Several Let-
ters about them which they were a going to cary to
Nathan aldis in Boston but makeing them promis ref-
ormation We let them go home then marching forward
we met colonel gratont returning from the engage-
ment which was the Day before and he Said that he
. would be with us amediately then we marched to Ja-
micai plain} their we heard that the regulars Were a
coming over the neck|| then we striped of our coats

* Thirteen miles from Boston. :

t Colonel John Greaton. He was a bold officer, and commanded
a corps which performed a sort of ranger service. At this time he
was only & major. In June following he carried off about eight
hundred sheep and lambs, and some cattle, from Deer island. About
that time he was promoted to the rank of colonel. In the middle
of July, he led one hundred and thirty-six men, in whaleboats; to
destroy forage and other property on Long island, in Boston harbor;
and at one time he captured a barge belonging to a British man-of-
war. In April, 1776, he accompanied General Thompson to Can-
ada. He was promoted to the rank of brigadier in the continental
army, in January, 1783.

{ Jamaica Plain, six miles from Boston.

|| The isthmus that connected the peninsula of Boston with the
main, at Roxbury.
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and marched on with good courage to Colonel Wil-
liams and their we heard to the contrary We staid
their some time and refreshed our Selves and then
marched to Roxbury parade and their we had as much
Liquor as we wanted and every man drawd three Bis-
cuit which were taken from the regulars* the day be-
fore which were hard enough for flints We lay on
our arms until towards night and then we repaired to
Mr. Slaks house and at night Six men were draughted
out for the main guard nothing strange that night.

D 21. Nothing remarkable this day.

D 22. Nothing Strange this D nor comical.

D 23. Being Sabath day we marched on to the pa-
rade their was an alarm this night but it prouved to be
a falce one Some of our men went to Weymoth.t

D 24. Nothing strange to day.

D 25: Nothing remarkable to day.

D 26. We were guarded and a party draughted out.
for the mane guard.

D 27. The inlistment came out to inlist men for the
masechusetts Service Some of our minute men in-
listed the Same day but captain Pond went home and
several of his company they went as far as Doctor
cheanys that night and the next morning reached home
on monday the company were called together in order
to inlist men Lietunant messenger with a party went

* The British soldiers were all called regulars. This word de-
notes soldiers belonging to the regular army, as distinguished from
militia.

t Twelve miles southeast from Boston.
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.down to Roxbury and we Still remaing in Mr. Slaks
house also on the same day their war four tories caried
throug roxbury* to cambriggt from marshfieldt and
their was a great Shouting when they came through
the camp.|| '

D 28. This day our regement paraded and went
through the manuel exesise then we grounded our fire-
locks and every man set down by their arms and one
abial Petty axedentely discharged his peace and shot
two Balls through the Body of one asa cheany through
his Left side and rite rist he Lived about 24 hours and
then expired he belonged to Walpole§ and he was car-
ied their and Buried on the 30 day of April on Sunday
after meting this young man was but a few days Be-
fore fired at by one main guard in atempting to pass
the guard and was not hurt in the least.

D 29. About nine o clock the said cheney died about.
fore in the afternoon 'We had another alarm but their
was nothing done.

30th. Being the Lord’s day we went to meeting and
heard Mr. Adams® and he preached a very Sutable

Sermon for the ocation.

* One mile from Boston.

t Three miles northwest from Boston.

{ Thirty-one miles southeast from Boston.

|| Tories were those who adhered to the British. It is a name
derived from the vocabulary of English politics in the time of Charles
II. A tory, then, was an adherent of the crown; a whig was an
opposer of the government. The word was first used in America
about 1770.

§ Twenty-one miles southwest from Boston.

1 Rev. Amos Adams, a minister at Roxbury. He was a graduate
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. . May.

1d. Nothing very remarkable this day.

2d-11. Nothing of consequence hapened.

12-14. No great for news. '

15, 16. No news worth mentioning.

17. At night their was a fire broke out in Boston
ocationed by the kings troops that were a dealing out
their Stores when one of the Scldiers letting a candle
fall amongst some powder and set it on fire which oca-
tioned the Destruction of a great number of Buildings
and killed some Soldiers and destroyed a considerable
deal of their amunition Besides a great quantity of
flower.

18, 19. Nothing very remarkable.

20. Nothing strange to day.

21. Being Sunday about eight o clock we were
alarmed we heard that the regulars were a landing at
Dorchester Point and that there was two Lighters gone
to Weymoth Loaded with the Kings troops but it was
a false alarm and their was nothing done.*

of Harvard college. He died of dysentery, which prevailed in the
camp, at Dorchester, on the 5th of October, 1775, in the forty-eighth
year of his age.

* On Sunday morning, the 21st of May, the British commander
sent two sloops and an armed schooner to take off a quantity of hay
from Grapeisland. They were opposed by the people who gathered
on the point nearest the island. These finally got two vessels afloat,
went to the island, drove the British off, burnt eighty tons of hay,
and brought off many cattle. There was some severe fighting during
the affair. Mrs. John Adams, writing to her husband, said: “ You
inquire who were at the engagement at Grape island. I may say
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22. Nothing to day for news.

23-26. Nothing remarkable.

the 27. At night we heard the report of cannon and of
Small arms but we could not tell from whence it was.*

the 28. Being Sunday we were informed that the
firing we heard yesterday was at Nedlerst Island be-
tween the Kings troops and our men, our men killed
geveral of them and took a number of field pieces and
burnt two Schooners and they did not hurt any of our
men. '

the 29. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 30. Captain Ponds company moved to comodore
Lorings house.;

with truth, all of Weymouth, Braintree, and Hingham, who were
able to bear arms. . .. .. Both your brothers were there; your
younger brother with his company, who gained honor by their good
order that day. He was one of the first to venture on board a
schooner, to land upon the island.” Mr. Adams was then in the
Continental Congress, at Philadelphia.

* On Saturday, May 27th, a detachment of Americans was sent
to drive all the live stock from Hog and Noddle’s islands, near Bos-
ton. They were observed by the British, who despatched a sloop,
a schooner, and forty marines, to oppose them. They were fired on
from the vessels, and quite severe skirmishing continued through the
night. The Americans sent for reinforcements, and, at about nine
o’clock at night, some three hundred men and two pieces of cannon
arrived, commanded by General Putnam in person, and accompanied
by Dr. Warren as a volunteer. They compelled the British to
abandon their sloop, and the Americans took possession of it. The
British lost twenty killed and fifty wounded. The Americans had
none killed, and only four wounded. They captured twelve swivels
and four four-pound cannon, besides clothing and money.

t Noddle’s. ‘

1 Probably the house of Joshua Loring, jr, near Roxbury, who
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the 31. Being election day we drank the Ladies
health and success.
June the 1. Nothing remarkable hapened this day.
the 2-8. Nothing remarkable hapened.
the 9. We passed muster Before colonel Robinson*
and received one months pay.
tthe 10. Their was a man Whiped for Stealing.
the 11. Their was a soldier died at the hospittle
which was the first that had died of Sickness since we
incampt the same day their was two fire Shipst drumed
out of the rhodisland compy.
the 12. Nothing Strange this day.
the 13. Dito.
the 14. The general} seing the reinforcement of the
Kings troops come to Boston ordered the comps to be
.in readeness also ordered that a number of teams be
imploid in carting fusheens|| and other materials for
building Brest Works this being on thursday.

was a violent loyalist. General Gage made him sole auctioneer in
Boston. He was afterward commissary of prisoners in New York.
His wife is referred to in Hopkinson’s poem, * Thke Battle of the
Kegs.”

« * Colonel John Robinson, who was second in command in the skir-
mish at Concord on the 19th of April. He commanded the detach-
ment that guarded Boston neck, for some time. Speaking of that
duty, Gordon remarks: ¢ The colonel was obliged, therefore, for the
time mentioned, to patrol the guards every night, which gave him a
round of nine miles to traverse.” t Harlots.

{ General Thomas, who had command of the right wing, extend-
ing from Roxbury to Dorchester. General Artemas Ward was the
commander-in-chief until the arrival of Washington, early in July.

|| Fascines. See note on page 35.
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the 15. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 16. Nothing of consiquence this day.

the 17. It being Saturday the Kings troops Landed
at charlestown and set the whole town on fire and Laid
it all in ashes then they proceeded to Bunkers hill*
where colonel putnam intrenchet and after an engage-
ment which Lasted the afternoon the troops took the
Hill and it is said that the nearest computation of the
Loss of the enemy was about 1500 is killed and wound-
ed were alarmed about one o clock that day and went
down to our alarm post and we lay their all the after-
noon and about six o clock the troops fired from their
Brest Work on Boston neck at our people in Roxbury
and we staid until the firing was over and then our
regiment was ordered to cambridge to asist our forces
and we reached their about twelve o clock at night and
Lodged in the meting house until break of day being

t This is a mistake. It was Breed’s hill, nearer Charlestown and
Boston than Bunker’s hill. Colonel William Prescott, and not Gen-
eral Putnam, was entrenched there, and was in command during the
engagement. He had been sent with a company, the night before,
about a thousand strong, to throw up a redoubt on Bunker’s hill.
He made a mistake, and performed the work on Breed’s hill. The
British had no suspicion of the wok that went on during that sultry
June night, and were greatly alarmed when they saw a formidable®
breastwork overlooking their shipping in the harbor, and menacing
the city. During the engagement, General Putnam was on Bun-
ker’s hill, urging on reinforcements for Prescott. Dr. Warren, just
" appointed major-general, joined Prescott as a volunteer during the
battle, and was mortally wounded just as the conflict ended. It
must be remembered that the writer of this Journal was in General
Thomas’s division, which did not participate in the battle of the 17th
of June. '
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Sunday we turned out and marched to prosket hill*
expecting to come. to an ingagement we halted at a
house at the bottom of the hill and fixed for a battle
then we marched up the hill where we went to in-
trenching about 12 oclock Some of our men went
down the hill towards the troops after Some flower
and the troops fired at them and wounded David Tris-
dale in the shoulder and another in the Leg about 4
o clock colonel Reedt ordered his regiment to march to
roxbury and we arived their about sunset-very weary.

the 19. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 20. Dito.

the 21. Nothing worth a mentioning.

the 22. Dito.

the 23. Nothing remarkable to day.

the 24. The enemy fired again upon Roxbury about
3 oclock and the guards fired upon each other and
their was one man killed and we were alarmed.t

* Prospect hill. The Americans retreated from Breed’s and Bun-
ker’s hills to Winter and Prospect hills, and Cambridge. The re-
mains of the American entrenchments on Prospect hill were demol-
ished in 1817. . )

t Colonel James Reed, of New Hampshire. He was active in the
battle of the 17th. He was a brave officer, and was at the head of
a regiment at Ticonderoga the following year. ‘

1 The Americans were alarmed on the 24th by indications that
the whole British army in Boston was about to force its way across
Boston neck. At noon they commenced throwing bombshells into
Roxbury, but the alert soldiers prevented damage from them, and
saved the town. Colonel Miller, of Rhode Island, said in a letter—
¢ Such was the courage of our men, that they would go and take up
a burning carcass or bomb, and take out the fuse !”
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the 25. Sunday Nothing remarkable.

the 26. This morning very early our men went to
set Browns house on fire but did not efect it.*

the 27. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 28. We moved to a little house that capt Bligs
formerly Lived in but we Soon moved from there to
Slaks house again. »

the 29. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 30. Nothing hapened only there was a Smart

shower.
JuLy.
the 1. Nothing remarkable this day.
the 2. Dito.t

_ the 3. Dito.t

the 4. Their was a flag of truce come out of town
to our centry on the neck.

the 5. Nothing worth a mentioning to day.

the 6. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 7. Early in the morning we were alarmed and
all of us repaired to our alarm Post and we had not

#* The house and barns of Thomas Brown were on the neck, about
a mile from Roxbury meeting-house, and were occupied by the Brit-
ish advanced guard. Two Americans tried to set fire to the barn
on the 24th, and were killed.

t The British again hurled some shells into Roxbury on Sunday,
the 2d of J uly, but the extent of the damage was setting fire to one
house, which was consumed.

{ George Washington was chosen commander-in-chief of the con-
tinental armies on the 15th of June, 1775. He set out for the head-
quarters of the army at Cambridge on the 231st, reached there on the
'2d of July, and took formal command of the army on the morning
of the 3d. : '
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been their Long before we Saw Browns house and
Barn on fire and they were both consumed* these were
Set on fire by some of our brave ameracans and they
took one gun and too Bagonets and one halbert.

the 8, 9. Nothing remarkable.

the 10. About Eleven o clock their was a party of
Soldier sent to germantownt to get some whale Boats
they marched down their that night the next night being
clear they set out for Long island and arived there in
a Short time then they Plundred the island and took
from thence 19 head of horned cattle and a number of
Sheep and three Swinef also eighteen priseners and
amongst them were three women.

“the 11. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 12. Major Tupper and his company returned to
Roxbury with their prisoners and the same day their
was a Party draughted out to go to Long island to
burn the Buildings their when they were atacked by
the Kings troops and had a smart engagement|| but we

* A party of volunteers, under Majors Tupper and Crane, attacked
the British advanced guards, drove them in, and set fire to. Brown’s
house. They took several muskets, and retreated without loss.

t It is impossible to identify this place. A letter, dated on the
12th, says, “ We have just got, over land from Cape Cod, a large
fleet of whaleboats,” &c., &c. The place alluded to in the text was
probably near Boston.

1 This party went from Roxbury camp. The report says that
they brought from Long island  fifteen prisoners, two hundred sheep,
nineteen cattle, thirteen horses, and three hogs.” The prisoners
were taken to Concord.'

| The party under Colonel Greaton, mentioned in a preceding
note. — et
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Lost but one man and he belonged to Captain Persons
company of Stoughton.*

the 13. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 14. Nothing remarkable untill night and then
their was a man killed at the main guard with a canon
Ball.

the 15-17. Nothing remarkable.

the 18. Nothing remarkable this day.t

the 19. We had an alarm and we went to our alarm
Post and stayed their about one hour and could not
discover any thing and so we returned to our Baracks
again. . S

the 20. Their was a man killed who belonged to
captain Bachelors company in Col Reeds Regiment he
was killed by a guns going accidentely of, he was shot
about Seven oclock and died about nine o clock the
same night his name was Wood Belonged to upton}
he was about 24 or 25 years of age.|| '

the 21-24. Nothing remarkable.

the 25. Our Regement with four more were under
arms and marched towards cambridg to meet general
Ward.

the 26. General Heaths regement moved from Dor-

* T'wenty miles south from Boston.

1 A strong party of Americans took possession of an advanced
post in Roxbury, upon which the British kept up an incessant fire.

1 Upton is thirty-five miles southwest from Boston.

|| The 20th was observed throughout the camps as a day of fast-
ing and prayer. Before daylight that morning, a party from Heath’s
regiment landed on Nantasket point, set fire to the lighthouse, and
brought away a thousand bushels of barley and a quantity of hay.
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chester to cambridg and Jeneral Wards regement moved
from cambridg to Dorchester and took general Heath's
Baracks.

the 27. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 28. Dito.

the 29. Nothing bad.

the 30. Being Sunday we had an alarm and went
to our Fort* the same day there was a party of men
draughted out to go to the Light house and major tup-
per was comander of the party.t

the 31. This day major tupper and his men returned
to Roxbury with between thirty and forty prisoners
some regulars and some torys and some mariens} and
had something of a battle and we lost one man and an-
other wounded and our men Burnt the Light house and
took some plunder|| thar was an alarm the firing began

* This was a very strong quadrangular work, on the highest emi-
nence in Roxbury. It had four bastions, and in every respect was
a regular work. It is now well preserved, the embankments being
from six to fifteen feet in height from without.

t On that day the British, five hundred strong, marched over the
neck, and built a slight breastwork to cover their guard. The
American camp was in alarm all the day, and that night the troops
lay on their arms. The tories in Boston were also alarmed, for they
dreaded an invasion of the city by their exasperated countrymen.

{ Marines.

|| The British commenced rebuilding the lighthouse on Nantasket
point. Major Tupper, with three hundred men, attacked the work-
ing-party, killed ten or twelve men, and took the rest prisoners.
He then demolished the works, but, before he could leave, some
armed boats came to oppose him. In the skirmishing that ensued,
fifty-three of the British were killed or captured. Tupper lost one
man killed, and two wounded.
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first at the floating Battery and then at the Brest Work
and then the troops marched out and set the george
tavern* on fire our men took one prisoner and the same
night one of the enemy deserted and came to our cen-
trys at Dorchester point and brought away with him
too guns and too cartridg Boxes and 60 rounds of - car-
tridgs all in good order and their was several more de-
.serted to cambridg the same night.

Avcust DomINa 1775.

the 1. The floating Batteryt went up towards Brook-
line fortf then our men perceiving her move they began
to fire at her out of colonel Reeds fort untill they drove
her back to her old place the same day they fired from
Roxbury hill fort and it was said that they fired through
their Baracks.

the 2. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 3. Dito. .

the 4. Nothing remarkable to day only I went to the
main guard and the enemy fired at us as we came up.

the 5. Dito.

the 6. Being Sunday nothing remarkable at night I
went on the piquet guard.

* A party of British troops sallied out toward Roxbury, drove in
the American pickets, and burned the tavern which was situated
upon the portion of the neck nearest Roxbury.

t When the British built their breastwork on the neck, the Sun-
day previous, they had a floating battery brought into Charles river,
and moored it within three hundred yards of Sewall’s point.

{ The Brookline fort was on Sewall’s point, between Roxbury
and Cambridge. It commanded the entrance to Charles river.
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the 7. Nothing strange.

the 8. Dito.

the 9. Nothing remarkable this day only I went upon
fatigue.

the 10. Nothing strange We had a great rain.

the 11. Their was three men whipt for deserting
they were whipt ten stripes apiece they belonged to
the conecticut forces.

the 12. Nothing remarkable to day I went upon fa-
tigue to Dorchester.*

the 13. Being Sunday we went-to Hear Mr. Wil-
lardt and after Meting our Men went to Entrench
down at the George tavern and About Brake of day
they got Hom.

14. Their was Nothing Remarcable I went upon
fatigue down to the George tavern.

15. Two Oclock this Afternoon when the Lobsters}
fired on our guards which was returned by our Roxbu-
ry fort the fireing was continued for some time but how
much to their Damag we dont know one of our men
was slitely wounded their fireing was from a floating
Batery and it is thought would have killed one or too
men if they had not have Lain down for the Ball

* The village and church of Dorchester was four miles from Boston.
The heights of Dorchester are in what is now called South Boston.

t Joseph Willard, D.D., who was made president of Harvard col-
lege in December, 1781. He died in New Bedford, in 1804, at the
age of sixty-four years.

1 A nickname- given to the British regulars, on account of their
red suits. They were 80 called in England, as early as the time
of Queen Ame, "

5
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passed within about 4 foot of our Barack the night
passed without any alarm.

the 16. This day they fired at our main guard but
no material Damage was done the remaining part of
their mallice seemed to be postponed to a future sea-
son our american guard kept their ground and the
, night passed without any alarm &c &ec. :

the 17. About nine Oclock the enemy fired upon our
main guard and fatigue men they through 4 Balls and
2 Bombs and one of the Balls struck 2 guns which be-
longed to the main guard and the men had them on
their Shoulders but did not hurt them much.

the 18. Behold their Spite this morning before the
sun rise the enemy fired at our working party on the
neck this side the george tavern our rifle men fired at
them and it is thought killed too of them but notwith-
standing all their fireing of balls and bombs though
some of them came so near that it could hardly be
called an escape yet their was not one man wounded
on our side one homb was thrown in the evening but
did no Damage one of the enemy came to our centrys
and is now in our guard house.

the 19. I went upon fatigue the morning began with
fireing from the wicked enemy at our guard but did
no hurt in the afternoon they rifle men fired at the en-
emy and they enemy at them and they wounded one
of the rifle men in the foot Slitely but what -Damage
we did them is uncertain let this Suffice for a short'-;. .
acount of the tranactions of the 19 day. o
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the 20. I went upon the main guard at night our
boats went up with in gun Shot of the comon* and
alarmed them by fireing Several guns and then re-
turned without any Loss on our side.

the 21. Nothing remarkable hapened this day at
mght one of the enemy deserted and came to us.

the 22. We paraded nothing remarkable I wént down
to the piquet.

the 23, 24. Nothing remarkable.

‘the 25. A flag of truce came out of town but for
what I dont know.

the 26. This morning their was a man ran away
from the floating battery.

the 27. Being Sunday but they make such a fireing
over at Bunkers hill that it seems to be more Like the
‘Kings birth day than Sunday but what Sucksess they
have had we are not able to to determine but we heard
that they killed too men and wounded 3 or 4 four more.}

the 28. But they still hold up their firing at Bunkers
hill nothing more remarkable this day.

the 29. I went upon the piquet down to the george
tavern and the enemy fired several small arms at us
but did us no Damage.

* The large park, known as Boston Common, extended. down to
the water’s edge, before the flats were filled in.
t About nine o’clock on Sunday morning, the 27th, the British
opened a heavy cannonade from Bunker’s hill (where they had built
."a strong. redoubt), and from a ship and floating battery in Mystic
_river. The firing was directed upon the American works on Win-
. ter, Prospect, and Ploughed hills. They continued to bombard
“ these works daily until the 10th of September.
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the 30. Very rainy nothing extraordinary this day.

the 31. Nothing extraordinary this day only it was
rainy at night Lieutenant Foster and four men went
down to the piquet.*

SEPTEM.

the le¢ This morning very early just past one o clock
the enemy began to fire from their Brest Work and
their floating batery which ocationed an alarm their
fireing Semed to be at our main guard and piquet they
fired a number of guns and threw several bombs and
they were permitted to kill too men the one belongd to
Col Huntingtonst Regement and the other belonged

* There was a famous tree in Boston, under which the patriots
had often held meetings since the time of the stamp-act excitement.
On that account it was called “ Liberty-Tree.” It was a noble elm,
and stood at the corner of the present Washington and Essex streets.
-On the 31st of August, 1775, the British cut it down, with no appa-
rent motive but the indulgence of petty spite. An eye-witness of the
event says: “ After a long spell of laughipg and grinning, sweating,
‘swearing, and foaming, with malice diabolical, they cut down a tree,
because it bore the name of liberty.” A tory soldxer was killed by
_its fall. A poet of the day wrote :—

“A tory soldier, on its topmost limb—
The Genius of the Shade looked stern at him,
And marked him out that same hour to dine
‘Where unsnuffed lamps burn low at Pluto’s shrine,
Then tripped his feet from off their cautious stand:
Pale turned the wretch— he spread each helpless hand,
But spread in vain — with headlong force he fell,
Nor stopped descending, till he stopped in hell!”

t Colonel Jedediah Huntington, of Norwich, Connecticut. The
British now seemed determined to make a general assault upon the
besiegers, and a heavy cannonade was opened simultaneously upon
the Americans at Roxbury and in the vicinity of Cambridge.
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to col Davidsons Regement and one of the riflemen
was slitely wounded but see the Providence of god in
it when 6 or 7 hundred men were before the mouths
of their canon there was but too men killed We should
not have thought it strange if they had killed 20 con-
sidering the Situation that they were in too of the reg-
ulars centrys deserted about a hour before the firing
began this was the smartest fireing that ever has been
this campaign in the afternoon they fired upon our fa-
tigue party but did no Damage also about Sunset there
was several guns fired on board the Ships there was
gseveral Ships came in to the harbour thus far the pro-
ceding of the 1 day.
. the 2. I went down to the right hand of the burying
place and we had not been their Long before we were
ordered of and the canon began to play upon the ene-
my from Roxbury fort on the hill and the field peices
from the brest work in the thicket the ocation of our
mens fireing upon them was this they had advanced
about 30 or 40 rods this side their other brest work on
the neck and were intrenching their* they fired sev-
eral guns at us but did us no Damage in the afternoon
we went down to our work again expecting every mo-
ment when they would fire at us but they never fired
one gun in the afternoon at night thir was a platform
_caried down to the thicket in order to mount a canon
their Nothing more remarkable to day.

* They threw up a slight breastwork a little in advance of their
lines on the neck, and not far from the George tavern.
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the 3. Being Sunday we turned out about day and
went to our alarm post and it rained and we cam home
and John coleman drinkt 3 pints cyder at one draught
nothing more remarkable this day.

the 4. We turned out this morning before day and
went to our alarm post nothing remarkable this day at
night I went upon the piquet down to Lambs Dam"'
nothing more remarkable.

the 5. Nothing remarkable .only Benjamin Mc Lain
sent home 10 Letters at one draught by Lieutenant
Bacon and Lieutenant Foster had Likt to have been
- put under guard for playing ball. :

the 6. Nothing remarkable this day at Night our
men went down below the george tavern for a safe
guard for the centrys.

the 7. We turned out' early this mormng and went
to our alarm post and had a smart scrimmaget with no
enemy and this day I went upon the creek guard sev-
eral Ships sailed out of the harbour old White was
buried and their was much joy.f !

the 8. Came of the creek guard and nothing remark-
able hapned onely they enemy fired at our fatigue par-
ty but did no damage at night upon the door guard.

the 9. In the morning the enemy fired upon our fa-
tigue party but did them no Damage in the afternoon

* Lamb’s dam was between Roxbury and Dorchester. There
the Americans completed a strong work on the 10th of September,
and mounted four eighteen-pounders.

t Skirmish. 1 We can not explain this local allusion.
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I went upon fatigue at night our men caried Several
canon down into the thicket to the brest works their.*

the 10. Being Sunday our men went on fatigue and
the enemy fired upon them and broke three guns that
were paraded but hurt no man at night their was a
man deserted from cambridg and went to the enemy.

the 11. We turned out and went to our alarm post
and Ensign Parot shook one of his men for disobying
orders this day their was a boat drove ashore belong-
ing to the regulars and a Seargent and 5 men on board
and they were all taken prisoners at night I went upon
the piquet and was almost frozen to Death.

the 12. Our men went down to Lambs Dam to en-
trenching not above half a mile from the enemys brest
work but nothing remarkable hapened.

the 13. Colonel Clap officer of the day our men took
this day 26 prisoners in mistickt river as we heard.

the 14. This morning I went upon fatigue down in
the Street and the enemy fired one shot at us and
struck the brest work but did no Damage captain Pond||
comanded of the party.

the 15. Their was a regular and too men of wars
men$ ran away Last night and this morning nothing

* The breastworks in the, thicket were the Roxbury lines of forti-
fications in advance of the fort.

t Mystic. . '

{ The road leading from Roxbury across the neck into Boston.

|| Captain Pond was from New Hampslnre, and was an officer in
Colonel Stark’s regiment. .

§ From the vessels known as men-of-war.
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more remarkable their was 3 guns fired on board the
Ship in cambridg Bay.
the 16. Nothing remarkable hapened only the regu-
lars fired several Shot at our men that were upon fa-
tigue but did no Damage. ”
_ the 17. Being Sunday I went upon the fatigue and
the enemy fired several times at our men but did no
Damage and they threw several Bombs.
the 18. I came of the creek guard and the enemy
“fired several canon at our men but killed none and
onely wounded one or too slitely and Last night their
was several men ran away from a man of war and
toward night the enemy fired several Shots from the
Ship in cambridg bay and our men fired one Shot from
Prospect hill at the Ship in the Bay but did not strike
her.
the 19. The enemy began to fire about eight oclock
*into the street but did no damage except slitely wound-
ing one or too at night I went upon the piquet and
Nothing remarkable hapened also their was a man put
under guard for comeing on to the parade Drunk.
the 20. Nothing remarkable hapened this day the
enemy fired one shot at our fatigue party but did no
damage they fired over at Bunkers hill and threw sev-
eral Bombs.
. the 21. Last night I was on the door guard and this
morning the enemy fired small arms at our men but
did no Damage in the afternoon they fired canon but
to no purpose.
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the 22. Last night I was upon the door guard this
being the Kings crownation* the enemy fired a num-
ber of canon and toward night they put in balls but
did no damage.

the 23. I went upon fatigue down in the street and
the Enemy began to fire at us about 9 oclock and fired
without intermition for some time bie the best acounts
they fired above one hundred balls and our men fired
3 canon from our brest work near Lams Damb and one
of the balls went into Boston amongst the housen but
through the good hand of Devine providence in all
their firing they did not kill one man nor wound any
except one or too slitely.t ~ '

the 24. Being Sunday we went to meting and heard
a fine Sermon from psalms 14 — 11 this day our men
went on fatigue: as usual but the enemy did not fire
upon them. ’

the 25. I went on fatigue down in the thicket in the
forenoon and at noon I was taken not well and did not
go in the afternoon our men fired three field peices at
the enemy but what execution they did we canot deter-
mine nothing more.

the 26. Nothing remarkable hapened this day onely
their was-200 men draughted out to go to the govern-
ors Island to take some cattle.

* Coronation. George III. and his wife Charlotte were crowned
on the 22d of September, 1761. It was always a holyday next to
.that of the king’s birthday.

t Frothingham says: “On the 23d, the British discharged one
hundred and eight cannon and mortars on the works at Roxbury

without doing any damage.”
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the 27. Our men went to the Island and took 12
head of Cattle and 2 horses and came of without any
Molestation* at night I went upon the piquet and it
rained very hard and we turnd in to the housen and
La their Colonel Clapt was officer of the piquet.

the 28. Nothing remarkable hapened this day there
was too guns fired from the ship in Cambrige Bay.

the 29. This day the Ship sailed out of cambridge
Bay and their was another came and took her place at
night I went on the piquet without any supper nothing
remarkable.

the 30. This morning our men fired one field peice
‘a8 the regulars came to relieve their main guard and
that afronted them and they began to fire their canon
from their brest work and floating Batry and they fired
about 30 canon but did no damage also last night their
was too regulars deserted and came to our centrys on
the neck nothing more remarkable this day.

OcTOBER A 1775.

the 1. Being Sunday I went to meting up to the con-
ecticut forces and Mr. Wilard preacht a Sermon from
chronicles the 20th chapter 10-11-12 v also in the af-
ternoon Mr. Wilard preachd a sermon from 1st of cor-
rintheans 15 ch 54 & 55 vers, also Last night their

* This expedition was under Major Tupper. They burnt a fine
pleasure-boat just ready to be launched, belonging to some British
officers.

t Of the Rhode Island “Army of Observation,” under General
Greene.
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was six mareens dessrtd from on board thé Scarbor-
ough.*

the 2. Nothing remarkable hapned this day General
Thomas Brigade passt Mustter about Sunset as our
piquet paraded on the grand parade the enemy fired 3
or 4 shots up to the meeting house one of the balls went
through the shed by the Providence tavern but did no
damage of consequence at night our chimne); Swallow -
went on the piquet for nothing and found himself.

the 3. Nothing remarkable hapened this day at night
I went upon the piquet.

the 4. We past muster nothing remarkble hapened
this day onely their was four of the enemy deserted at
night.

the 5. Nothing remarkable hapened this day onely
their was 5 or 6 prisoners went through the camp that
were taken at Dartmoutht on board the prize that our
men took.

the 6. The enemy fired between 80 and 90 Canon
at our men but killed nine onely cut of one mans arm
and killed too cows So much for this day.

the 7. I went upon the creek guard and nothing re-
markable hapned at night their was a regular deserted

* This was a sloop-of-war, carrying twenty guns.

1 He probably refers to the prisoners taken in the armed schooner
Margaretta, at Machias, Maine, in the month of May, by some Amer-
icans under Jeremiah O’Brien; or they may have been of the crew
of two small cruisers afterward captured by O’Brien. They were
taken to Watertown, where the Provincial Congress of Massachu-
setts was in session.
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and the regular guard fired upon him but did not hurt
him.

the 8. Being Sunday it rained and we had no preach-
ing. nothing remarkable hapned at night their was a
regular deserted and came to our men and their was
another set out but they were discovered and they took
one of them.

the 9. About eight oclock their was a Rifle man
whipt 39 stripes for Stealing and afterwards he was
Drummed out of the camps if the infernal regions had
ben opened and cain and Judas and Sam Haws* had
been present their could not have ben a biger uproar.

the 10. I went up on the creek guard and nothing
remarkable hapened their. ‘

the 11. Their was a Rifle mant Drummed out of
the camps for threatning his offisers also I went to
Cambridg with Boats.

the 12. This day nothing remarkable hapned only I
went to work along with the general at Mr. Parkers at
night I went upon the piquet.

* * The writer of this Journal.

# These riflemen were from Maryland. The company had been
raised by order of Uongress, and placed in command of Captain Mi-
chael Cresap, who, without a shadow of justice, was made to figure
unfavorably in the celebrated spéech attributed to Logan, the Mingo
chief. Proof is abundant that the stain put upon the character of
Cresap, by the speech of Logal‘i from the pen of Jefferson, was un-
merited. Captain Cresap was taken sick, and, at* about the time
here indicated, he started for home; but died at New York, on the
18th of October, 1775, at the age of thirty-three years. His re-
mains yet lie buried in Tnmty churchyard, a few feet from Broad-
way.
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the 13. I went a chesnuting with a number of re-
spectable gentlemen that belonged to the army and we
had a rifle frolick* and came home about 10 Oclock.

the 13. About 2 or 3 oclock their was one of our
men taken and caried to the quarter guard for thieft
abel Weatheril by name but it was made up and he
was taken out at night and returned to his Duty.

the 14. This day nothing remarkable hapned. '

the 15. Being Sunday I went upon fatigue down to
the george tavern and their was a flag of truce went
in and another came out.t

the 16. Nothing remarkable hapned Colonel Reeds
Laidy came down to reveu the Regiment and treated
themi nothing more this day.

the 17. I went a chesnuting up to neutown|| and at
night our floating Baterys went up towards the canon
and fired 13 shots but unlucky for them one of their
9 pounders split and killed one man dead and wounded
8 more one of them it is thought mortally.

the 18. I went upon the creek guard and John Bates
. was Lanch corporeal also in the afternoon then' was 3

* Shooting at a mark, for liquor. sy

t Communications are thus had between belligerent armies. By
common consent, as a rule of war, & person approaching one army
from another, with a wlute ﬂag, is’ respected as a neutral; and to

“fire upon a flag,” 48 the phrage-is.when the bearer is ﬁred upon, 5

is considered a’great breach of faith'agd honor.
{ The wives of officers often visited permangnt camps, and formed
pleasant social parties. Mrs, Washington visited her husband at
Cambridge, while he remained thegg.. She also spent a portion of
the winter with him at Valley Forge; and ikewise at Morristowms
Il Newton, seven miles north from Boston.
e e

3
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Boston men came out under pretence of fishing but
they made their escape to Dorchester point.

the 19. Was rainy and nothing remarkable hapned.

the 20. The things that were taken at the Light
house were vendued and went very high* Nothing
more remarkable hapned this day at night their was a
regular deserted from the enimy.

the 21. I went upon the creek guardt and it rained
all day nothing remarkable hapned.

the 22. Being Sunday nothing remarkable this day.

the 23. Nothing remarkable hapned at night I went
upon the piquet and nothing hapned worth a mention-
ing.

the 24. Nothing remarkable hapned this day onely
we heard that the french were a going to join us upon
conditions that we would trade with them.}

the 25. We turned out and went to the Larm post

* When Major Tupper destroyed the lighthouse on Nantasket
point, he carried away all the furniture and the great lamp by which
it was lighted.

t The creek referred to is Stony brook, northwaxd from Roxbury
fort.

i As early as July, 1775, Dr. Franklin had suggested the propri-
ety of a political confederation of all the colonies, and the establish-
ment of governmental relations with foreign powers, especially with
France, which, it was well known, hated England. In November
of that year, Benjamin Harrison, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas John-
son, John Dickenson, and John Jay, were appointed a committee to
open and carry on correspondence with foreign governments; and in
March following, Silas Deane was appointed a special agent of Con-
gress to the court of France. Rumors of such intentions appear to
have reached the army, according to our Journalist, as early as the
24th of October, 1775.
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and it was very cold and we came home- and there was
a high go of Drinking Brandy and several of the com-
pany were taken not well prety soon after* nothing
more this day.

the 26. This morning early their was several Lai-
dies came down from wrentham and they went to cam-
bridg and the rest of their acts are they not writen in
the Lamentations of Samuel Haws, finis.

the 27. This day I went upon fatigue and we got
our Stents done about noon. ,

the 28. Nothing remarkable this day onely I was
chose cook for our room consisting of 12 men and a
hard game too. _

the 29. Being Sunday the officers had hard work to
get hands for meting it was so cold nothing more this day.

the 30. This day nothing remarkable hapned.

the 31. Nothing remarkable.}

NovEMBER 1775.

the 1. Las night the fire ran over Samuel Hawes’s
hair and that provoket him to wrath Nothing very re-
markable hapned this day that I know of.

the 2. their was Some gentlemen and Laidies came

down from Wrentham and they went to cambridg.

* A very natural consequence.

1 During the whole of October, affairs were very quiet, and no
skirmish of importance occurred. The “ Essex Gazette” of the 19th
said, “ Scarcely a gun has been fired for a fortnight.”” On the 4th,
a small fleet, under Captain Mowatt, sailed from Boston harbor, and
destroyed Falmouth (now Portland), Maine. On the 15th, a com.
mittee from Congress arrived, to consult with Washington concern-
ing the future, and a reorganization of the army,
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the 3. It was a very rainy day and we went to
childses and had an old fudg fairyouwell my friends.

the 4. Nothing remarkable hapned this day onely
the gentry went home to Wrentham.

the 5. Being the memorial 5th of novem. the enemy
fired from every Ship in the harbour nothmg more re-
markable this day.

the 6. Nothing remarkable hapned this day.

the 7. Their was a vendue opened att this house and
their was not Less than a hundred and twenty Dollars
worth of things vendued and sold at private sale and
Swapt.

the 8. Nothing remarkable hapned this day that I
know of.

the 9. Nothing remarkable hapned thls day that is
worth amentioning.*

" the 10. This day I went home upon furlow,t yester-
day Sergent Yett went home.

- the 11. I went to captain whitings and nothmg re-
markable hapned.

the 12. Being Sunday I went to meting Nothing
more this day.

the 13. This day.the Long faced People trained at
Wrentham and Serg Felt went upon the piquet and
fired several times upon the centrys.

the 14. This day I came down from Wrentham with

* On this day there was quite a severe skirmish occurred at Lech-
mere’s point, now Cambridgeport.

t That is, a written permission from his commanding officer, to
leave for a specified time.
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Serg Felt and at night their was three men deserted
from the floating Battery this day we had a Lottery
and Serg Foster drawd a pair of Breeches* worth 5
Dollars and their was considerable other tradeing car-
ied on at night their was 8 men more deserted.
the 16. Nothing remarkable hapned captain Pond
" Listed three or four men for the next campaignt att
night it was very cold.
the 17. Very blustering and their was a man Whipt
thirty and mine Lashes for Stealing and getting Drunk
and running away and afterwards he was drummed out
of the camps thus he &ec.
the 18. Nothing remarkable hapned this day that I
~ know of.

the 19. This day being Sunday it was very pleasant
and we had Preaching Nothing more this day.

the 20. This day nothing very remarkable at night
their was a regular deserted and Swam over to Dor-
chester and escaped.

* At that time leather breeches were mnch in vogue, because they
were durable. The more costly ones of buckskin were worn only
by officers.

t Late in October a new organization of the army took place, and
enlistments for a certain term were commenced. Hitherto there had
been great confusion in the matter. The army had gathered around
Boston from sudden impulse, and it was continually changing. The
excitement which had brought them together had in a measure sub-
sided, and enlistments went on slowly. After a month’s exertions,
only five thousand names were enrolled; and Washington, lament-
ing the dearth of public spirit, almost despaired. Alluding to the
selfishness exhibited in camp, he says: “ Such stock-jobbing and
fertility in all low arts, to obtain advantages of one kind and anoth-
et, I never saw before, and pray God I may never witness again.”

6

-
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the 21. This day Nothing very remarkable .this day
the piquet was made easier by half &ec. &ec.
the 22. To morrow is thanksgiveing this day ended
without any thing remarkable.
the 23. Being thanksgiveing I went with Serg Felt
up to newtown and kept thanksgiveing their and re-
turnd to our Barricks at night and we had not ben a -
bed long when our captain came to us and ordered us
all to Lye upoun our arms by order of General Wash-
ington Lesemo* of the American Army incampt at cam-
bridg and roxbury and other placest nothing more this
day that I know of onely 2 regulars deserted at night
on cambridg side.} '
, the 24. Nothing hapned very remarkable this day
that I know of.
the 25. This morning Captain Pond inlisted several
men for the next campaign; o you nasty Sloven how
your Book Looks.||
the 26. Being Sunday it was Stormy Nothing re-
markable this day.

* Generalissimo.

t On the previous day, General Putnam, with a strong detach-
ment, broke ground at Cobble hill, where the M‘Lean Asylum now
stands. The object was to erect batteries for the purpose of can-
nonading Boston. It was expected the British troops would sally
out of the city and attack them, and that expectation caused Wash-
ington to issue the order for all the troops to be ready for action at
a moment’s warning.

} Frothingham says, “ Two British sentinels came off in the night
to the detachment” of General Putnam.

|| This remark refers to several blots of ink which disfigure the
. page of his Journal on which he was writing.
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the 27. Nothing very remarkable hapned this day.

the 28. Nothing very Strange onely Peperiss cura-
cle came out of Boston that old tory Dog. T

the 29. Nothing remarkable onely one of our Priva-
teers took a prize richly Laden.*

the 30. Nothing extreordenary this day that I know

of.
DECEMBER.

the 1. Nothing remarkable this day.
-the 2. This day I with a number of rispectable gen-
tlemenwent’r e e e e e e e e

. &‘hat was the British stareship Nancy, captured off Cape Anne,
and carried into that harbor, by Captain John Manly, dommander
of the American armed schooner Lee, one of the six vessels fitted
out at Boston under the direction of Washington, before Congress
had yet taken any measures to establish a navy. So valuable were

the stores of the Nancy, that Washington supposed General Hows .-

would immediately make e_ﬁ'orts to recover her, and he had an armed
force sent to Cape Anne to secure them. There were two thousand

muskets, one hundred thousand flints, thirty thousand round shot for.
one, six, and twelve pounders, over thirty thousand musket-shot, and -

a thirteen-inch brass mortar that weighed twenty-seven hundred
pounds. The arrival of these préduced great joy in the camp. Colo-
nel Moylan, describing the scene, says : “ Old PuT [General Putnam]
was mounted on the mortar, with a bottle of rum in his hand, stand-
ing parson to christen, while god-father Mifflin [afterward General
Mifflin] gave it the name of Congress.”

On the 29th of November, Washington commenced planting a
bomb-battery on Lechmere’s point, with the*intention of bombarding

of a few days, entirely unmolested.

t The author did not expect to have his Journal published, or he

would have omitted the entry here made. There seems nothing in
it derogatory to his character, yet he has chosen words to express
his thoughts not suited “ to ears polite.” - .

. &‘. 'e
the British works on Bunker hill. They completed it in the course
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the 3. Being Sunday it rained nothing remarkable
hapned this day.

the 4. Nothing remarkable hapnd this day at night
we were ordered to Ly upon our arms.*

the 5. Nothing Strange hapned this day.

the 6. Nothing comical this day only their was con-
siderable of tradeing caryd on.t

the 7. This day nothing Strang.

the 8. This day I with several more inlisted for the
year 1776 under captain Oliver Pond.

the 9. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 10. This day the Long faced People} arived
here from wrentham and other places.

the 11. This day I past muster before general Spen-
cer|| nothing more this day. y

the 12. This day it was very cold and the melitia
had to mount guard that is good for them.

the 13. This day I went to cambridg and viewed
the works on copple§ hill.®]

* Washington was now in hourly expectation of an attack from
the British, and, knowing his own weakness, he considered his situa-
tion very critical. In vigilance alone seemed a security for safety.

t The Yankee love of trade and barter appears to have been very
prevalent in the camp.

{ New militia recruits from the country, who had never seen service.

|| General Joseph Spencer, of East Haddam, Connecticut. He
remained in service until 1778, when he resigned, left the army, and
became a member of Congress. He held rank next to Putnam in
the army at Boston. He died in 1789, at the age of seventy years.

§ Cobble.

1] These, it is said, were the most perfect of any of the fortifica-
tions raised around Boston at that time. )
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«the 14. This day I went to Watertown* with Lieu-
tenant Bacon and a number of others in order to-get
some coats but we could not find any that suited us
and so we returned.t

the 15. This day nothing very remarkable.

the 16. This day nothing strange at night their was
an atempt made to blow up A Ship but it failed also
this night we heard that Quebeck was taken.}

the 17. Being Sunday it was foul weather nothing
remarkable hapned this day onely the enemy fired at
our men on Lechmers| Point and wounded one and
our men returned the fire from copple hill.

the 18. This day the Ship moved out of the Bay
and the Enemy threw Bombs from mount Hoordom§
but did no Damage.
~ the 19. This day nothing remarkable hapned.

the 20. Nothing strange this day.

the 21. This day it was very cold nothing strange
~ this day.
the 22. Nothing remarkable this day.

* Sevén miles northwest from Boston.” It was then the seat of
the revolutionary government in Massachusetts.

t Washington issued a notice, on the 28th of October, that tailors
would be employed to make coats for those who wished them.

{ This was a mistake. On the 13th of September, Colonel Bene-
dict Arnold left Cambridge with a detachment to cross the country
by the way of the Kennebec, to invade Canada and capture Quebec.
Arnold’s army suffered terribly on the march, and arrived at Point
Levi, opposite Quebec, on the 9th of November, and prepared to
attack the city. He was obliged to postpone his attack, and Quebec
never fell into the hands of the patriots. :

|| Lechmere's. § A nickname given to Bunker’s hill.
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the 23. Nothing strange this day.

the 24. Ditto Ditto Ditto.

the 25. Good.

the 26. Very cold this day nothing remarkable thisday.

the 27, Nothing remarkable to day.

the 28. Nothing strange this day. .

the 29. Nothing strange this day Last Night our men
made an atempt to take Bunker hill but their Scheem
was frustrated &c.*

the 30, 31. Nothing remarkable.

JANUARY.

the 1. A Happy new year 1776 Behold the man
three score and ten upon a Dying Bed he’se run his
race and get no Grace and Awful Sight indeed Noth-
ing very remarkable this 1 day of January 1776 An-
oquedomina.t

the 2. Nothing strange this day.

the 3. 20 men out of each Regement in Roxbury
side to cut fachines} I believe we have it by and by.

* On the night of the 28th, an unsuccessful attempt was made to
surprise the British outposts on Charlestown neck, and then to at-
tack the enemy on Bunker’s hill. The Americans started to cross
from Cobble hill, on the ice. One of the men slipped and fell .when
they were half way across, and his gun went off. This alarmed the
British, and they were on their guard. It was computed that, from
the burning of Charlestown, on the 17th of June, until Christmas
day, the British had fired more than two thousand shot and shells.
They hurled more than three hundred bombshells at Plowed hill,
and one hundred at Lechmere’s point. Gordon says that, with all
this waste of metal, they “ killed only seven men on the Cambndge
side, and just a dozen on the Roxbury side.”

t Anno Domini. { Fascines,
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_ the 4. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 5-7. Nothing strange.
the 8. At night some of our brave heroick Americans
went Past the Enemys Brest Work at Bunker hill and
burnt several housen at the foot of Bunker hill and took
5 men and 1 woman Prisoners and came of as far as
“copple hill when the flames began to extend and the
enemy that were in the fort perceiving a number of

men gather round the fire & suposing them to be.our

men they kept up a bright fire for the space of near
half an hour upon their own men devillightfooly*

theyt .
the 9. Nothing remarkable this day.
the 10. Nothing very remarkable this day it was

very cold.
the 11. Nothing very remarkable this day.
the 12. All furlows stopt this day.

* Delightfully.

t When Charlestown was burned, fourteen houses escaped the
flames. These were occupied by the British; and, on the Sth of
January, General Putnam sent Major Knowlton (afterward killed
at Harlem), with a small party, to set those houses on fire. The
affair was injudiciously managed, and, before all could be fired, the
flames of one alarmed the British in the fort. They discharged can-
nons and small-arms in all directions, in their confusion and affright.
At that moment a play, called “The Blockade of Boston,” written
for the occasion by General Burgoyne, was in course of performance
in the city. In the midst of the scene in which Washington was
burlesqued, a sergeant dashed into the theatre and exclaimed, “ The
Yankees are attacking Bunker’s hill!” The audience thought it
was part of the play, until General Howe said, “ Officers, to your
alarm-posts !” Then women shrieked and fainted, and the people
rushed to the streets in great confusion.
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the 13. Nothing strange this day.

the 14. Being Sunday nothing remarkable this day.-

the 15. This day we heard that the regulars had

» taken Providence and burnt all the housen except two.*

the 16. Nothing remarkable hapened this day at
night we were all ordered to Ly upon our arms.

the 17. This day we had the disagreeable news that -
our men were defeated that went to Quebeck and that
General montgomery and colonel Arnold were either
killed or taken Prisoners but we Pray God thy news
may prove falcet at night it was thought their was a
spy out from Boston and our centrys fired at him but
we dont know the Sertainty of it cold weather for the
Season.

the 18. Nothing strange this day.

* Sir James Wallace commanded a small British flotilla in Nar-
raganset bay, during the summer and autumn of 1775. He was
really a commissioned pirate, for he burnt and plundered dwellings,
and stores, and plantations, wherever he pleased. The fact above
alluded to was the plunder and destruction of the houses on the
beautiful island of Providence (not the town of Providence) by that -
marauder, at the close of November, 1775. He also desolated Con-
nanicut island, opposite Newport; and every American vessel that
entered that harbor was seized and sent to Boston.

+ Arnold, with only seven hundred men, appeared before Quebec
on the 18th of November, and demanded its surrender. He was.
soon compelled to retire, and, marching up the St. Lawrence twenty
miles, he there met, in December, General Montgomery, with a
small force, descending from Montreal. They marched against
Quebec, and, early in the morning of the 31st of December, pro-
ceeded to assail the city at three distinct points. Montgomery was
killed, Morgan and many of the Americans were made prisoners, and
Arnold, who was severely wounded, retired to Sillery, three miles
above Quebec.
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the 19. This day we heard that our men had taken
a Ship Loaded with Gunpowder the truth of it we have
not yet Learned but we hope it will prove true.*

the 20. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 21. Ditto.

the 22. Nothing strange.

the 23. Nothing remarkable.

the 24. This day capt Pond came from Wrentham
Nothing remarkable. '

the 25. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 26. Nothing very remarkable.

the 27. Nothing remarkable this day.

the 28. Nothing remarkable.

the 29. This day we moved to Dorchester into the
widow Birds house.

the 30. Nothing strange this day.

the 31. Ditto.

FEBRUARY.

the 1. This day nothing remarkable.
the 2. Ditto.

the 3. Nothing Remarkable this day.
the 4. Ditto.

. the 5. The Lobsters came out almost to copple hill
and took 3 cows and killed them and were fired upon

* Several of the prizes captured by Manly and others contained
powder and arms; and late in December, Colonel (afterward Gen-
eral) Knox arrived from Ticonderoga with forty-two sled-loads of
cannons, mortars, lead, balls, flints, &ec. By the close of January,
powder became quite plentiful in the American camp.
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from copple hill and they were obligd to mak of Leav-
ing their Booty behind them. .

the 6. The melitious men* marched from Wrentham
and arived in camp at Dorchester."

the 7. Nothing very remarkable this day.

the 8. Their was a number of our men went a Sca-
ting on the Bay near Bosston common and the Enemy
fired upwards of a hundred small arms that did no dam-

age.
the 9. Nothing very remarkable at night their was

thre of our Amarican Boys made their escape from the
Enemy in Boston and were taken up by our men who
were Patroling on Dorchester Point to and they brought
of things to considerable value.

the 10. Nothing Strange this day.t

* Militia-men.

t Here the Journal ends abruptly, and we have no clew to the
writer afterward. As he had enlisted for the campaign of 1776, he
doubtless remained with the army until after the expulsion of the
British from Boston, in March following, unless he was killed in some
of the skirmishes that frequently occurred, or was obliged to leave
the army on account of sickness. Whatever was his fate, the veil
of oblivion is drawn over it, for he was one of the thousands who
with warm hearts and stout hands struggled in the field for the lib-
erties of their country, lie in unhonored graves, and have had no
biographers. If he lived until the conflict ended, and died in his
native town, no doubt his grave is in the old churchyard at Wren-
tham. His family was among the earliest settlers there, for Daniel
Haws was a resident of the village when it was burnt, in the time
of King Philip’s war, almost two hundred years ago; and on a
plain slab in that old burial-place is the name of Ebenezer Haws,
who died in 1812, at the age of ninety-one years.





